[image: image1.wmf] 

 

WASHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

 

Clerk to the Council

 

Mrs

 

R Luckin,

 

Bramley Cottage, Hole Street,

 

Wiston, 

West Sussex, 

BN44 3DH

 

Tel

: 

01903 893548

 

 

Email:

 

clerk@washingtonparish.org.uk

 

Website: www.washingtonparish.org.uk

 


Planning and Transport Committee Meeting
Monday 17th March 2014
At 7.45pm in the Village Hall
Minutes
Present: Cllr L Britt, Cllr C Beglan, Cllr P Heeley, Cllr M Turley, Cllr T Cook


Members of the public: Five 


Clerk: Rebecca Luckin


1. To consider accepting apologies for absence 
There were none.

2. To record declarations of interest from members in any item to be discussed and agree dispensations
There were none.

3. To approve the Minutes of the last Planning and Transport Committee meeting 
The minutes of the meeting of 17th February 2014 were agreed as being a correct record and duly signed by the Chairman.

4. To consider planning applications:

The Chairman adjourned the meeting to allow members of the public to speak:
The neighbour of the site subject to planning application DC/14/0317 commented that he had no objection to the proposal in principal, but was concerned that the western boundary shown on the plans was not correct and would leave the National Trust with responsibility for land and trees.

The applicant regarding DC/14/2342 provided some background to the application and referred to advice provided by HDC Conservation which had led to a retrospective application being submitted.
The Chairman thanked members of the public for attending and reconvened the meeting.

DC/14/0358 - Former Yaffles Rock Road - Retention of 5 hoardings and the display of advert to hoarding on a temporary basis.  Flags had been omitted from the initial application, but were now included.  Councillors discussed the application and agreed to object to hoardings and flags that were excessive and unsuitable to the location and had been erected without permission.

DC/13/2342 - Rock Lodge, The Hollow Washington - Retrospective replacement of existing timber windows with similar timber windows and diamond leaded sealed units. Increase lounge window to front elevation. Install tri-fold oak door to dining room rear elevation. Paint elevations and timber windows to match Rock, House (Listed Building Consent).  
Councillors had visited the site.  Councillors discussed the application and agreed that works that had currently taken place were not detrimental to the property and agreed no objection.


On their visit to the site, Councillors noted that a composting toilet at Castle Farm, permitted under application reference DC/12/0266 did not appear in the agreed location and was not screened according to advice given by the Planning Officer.  There had been no application for a variation to the planning permission. The Clerk will contact HDC Enforcement.

DC/14/0317 - Former Highway Depot London Road Washington – Cessation of existing use as a Highways Depot and erection of 4 X 3-bed houses with associated access, garaging and parking (outline).  
Cllrs Beglan and Heeley has visited the site and referred to the 2014 Washington Housing Need Survey that identified a need for small, semi-detached, 2/3 bedroomed houses in the parish.  Transport movements were estimated at 21 per day.  Councillors were concerned regarding the hazardous access from Old London Road onto Rock Road and from Rock Road onto the A24.  Previous development at Lamorna Close had not led to s106 funds being used to improve the junction.  Councillors agreed that the site was brownfield and would be suitable for housing, but were concerned that a precedent would be set and development would occur in nearby countryside.  Councillors agreed not to object to the proposal, but would highlight great concerns regarding an increase in traffic movements using a hazardous junction and entry on the A24.  Members agreed to request a consideration of improvements to the highway.  The Clerk will also pass on the neighbours concern regarding the boundary as stated in the application.

DC/14/0457 - Lupin Cottage Hampers Lane - Raising of existing roof and creation of first floor to provide additional living accommodation.  Plans circulated prior to meeting.  
Councillors expressed concern that the application form stated that works had commenced in September 2013 and could not see a difference between the current and previous application which was refused.  Councillors agreed to object to the application with regard to the bulk, height and impact upon the amenity of neighbours.  These were the objections to the original application that had been upheld by the appeal inspector.  The Clerk will respond.

DC/14/0356 - 1 Upper Chancton Farm London Road – Repairs to farmhouse stone walls by recording, opening up and taking down damaged stonework before rebuilding using a structural blockwork backing and refacing using original reclaimed stones set in lime mortar to provide an exterior as original.  To be added to the agenda for next Full Council meeting. The Clerk will ask for extension on time.

5. Enforcement issues update
EN/13/0544 – Fence and gate on Rock Lane – has been referred to the WSCC Legal Department.  

Refusal of V-Sign at John Ireland Way – HDC confirmed that an Enforcement notice had been issued.  

6. To receive planning department decisions
SDNP/13/06055/HOUS - 2 Chanctonbury Close Washington - Front porch extension and rear single storey extension – APPROVED
DC/14/0014 - New Lodge Bracken Lane - Fell 1 x Scots Pine – PERMITTED.
DC/14/0041 - 4 Chancton Copse Rock Road - Surgery to 1 x Oak tree – PERMITTED


7. Appeals
There were none.

8. Transport issues
Following a meeting between Cllr Heeley, Whyberd and Circus, Cali Sparkes and Alex Sharkey the Clerk has requested follow up on:
A24 Bus Crossing Gap – Cali to provide details of questions raised by Cllr Wilkinson and responses provided.
A283 Crossing – Alex Sharkey to provide details of Solar VAS.
Speed Limit Reduction – to be progressed by CLC with support of Cllr Circus and input from Councillors.

Tree at Newhouse / Rock Road junction – will be felled when WSCC has cleared a backlog of work.
9. Neighbourhood Plan
The Steering Group met on 4th March to finalise the public consultation questionnaire, which was submitted to AirS.  Following minor amendments the survey, covering letter and map have been printed.  The survey will be distributed on the weekend of 28/29/30 March along with the Parish Council Spring Newsletter.  Quotations for the service of providing advice on design, print, electronic version, inputting, analysis and final report were discussed at length.  Steering Group members agreed to the AirS quote for £6076.51+VAT (subsequently reduced to £ £5,506.81+VAT).  A prize of £50 (to be spent in the parishes) will be offered as an incentive for residents to complete the survey.  The SurveyMonkey questionnaire is currently under construction and will be ready at the same time as surveys are distributed. Cllr Heeley was concerned at the length of the SurveyMonkey address.  A link will be placed on the Parish Council website.

10. Any other Planning and Transport issues

A response had been received from Jane Cecil regarding a meeting with the National Trust to discuss the future of the proposed Country Park to the north of the Barratt’s development.  Jane Cecil confirmed that the NT did not own the land which gave access to George’s Lane, but did own part of Sandy Lane.  The agent for Lorica had advised that he was not against the proposed path in principle.  A gate on to Sandy Lane could give access across fields, following the north side of an existing hedge line, toward George’s Lane opposite the start of Warren Hill, which would keep pedestrians away from a blind summit on Sanctuary Lane.  The suggested path would be further south than one proposed on a map in Barratt’s long term management strategy plan, but it is the route that Jane Cecil proposes to discuss with Lorica’s agent, Robin Hobson.  If a piece of land is well linked to other areas of countryside and well used it would help to secure its future.  
Councillors agreed that it was a positive response and asked the Clerk to arrange a meeting.  The Clerk will chase Barratt’s for a response to a letter previously sent and will advise that the National Trust are progressing with a walk route.

A283 Traffic works progress – Councillors noted that a footpath had been closed, although no order had been applied for.  Signs advising of road works did not provide enough information.

The Clerk reported that a letter had been sent to Rod Brown, HDC, requesting prompt notification to neighbours of planning applications.  

DC/13/0609 - Councillors were concerned regarding Reserved Matters at the Barratt’s Development, particularly screening of Hamper’s Lane and lack of a planting schedule that should include evergreen shrubs.  Councillors were also concerned that information on the style and agreement to lighting had not been provided despite letters sent to Hazel Corke, HDC,  on 22.10.13 and 11.11.13.  Councillors instructed the Clerk to make a request under the Freedom of Information Act, since the information could be obtained no other way. 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm

Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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